Are confinement and treatment synonyms?
The law deals with the question of compulsory confinement, not with compulsory treatment even if sentences are given commenting on the law. The controversy is whether the confinement's aim is to prevent the patient from harming himself and society or to obtain treatment. In the name of humanity the distinction made by the law between the act of hospitalization and treatment robs medicine of its essence so making the psychiatric ward merely a place of custody. The law has to deal with both the confinement and the treatment as synonyms and their application needs no separate consideration and decision. This dilemma will be discussed further based upon appropriate sentences.